THE VIA LUCIS

A Journey with the Risen Lord in the company of 
Blessed Pier Giorgio on the occasion of his birthday

April 6, 2008

INTRODUCTION:  This year, because Pier Giorgio’s birthday falls within the Easter season, it is appropriate that our prayer reflect the spirit of the Resurrection.  As we pray the Via Lucis (the Way of Light), 14 luminous stops on the path of the Resurrection, we will walk alongside Pier Giorgio and allow him to enlighten us by his words and by the testimony of his faith in Him who makes all things new.  

We offer our prayer for the upcoming World Youth Day in Australia, that Pier Giorgio, whose mortal remains will rest in the Cathedral of Sydney during this gathering, will inspire those present to follow his example of holiness of life and charity.  
P  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
A  
Amen.
THE FIRST STATION:  JESUS RISES FROM THE DEAD
P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You
A  
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world. 

R  
From the Gospel according to Matthew (Mt 28: 1-7) 
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’” 


Reflection from a letter written by Pier Giorgio to Fritz Beck  (1923)
It will be Easter when you receive this letter of mine and I hope that just as life rises anew at Easter, so the world will arise to a more intense Christian life.  Receive as a greeting the interior peace which only men of good will can have and whose possession is for us Catholics what is best.
P 
Let us pray
A  
Oh Father, you gave Pier Giorgio the strength and vitality to be a witness of the resurrection.  Give us the desire to live more intense Christian lives and to be true apostles of peace.  Amen. 

THE SECOND STATION:  THE DISCIPLES FIND THE EMPTY TOMB
P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You
A 
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world

R 
From the Gospel according to John (Jn 20:1-9)
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!" So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)
Reflection from a letter written by Pier Giorgio to Isidoro Bonini  (2/27/1925)
[T]o live without a Faith, without a patrimony to defend, without a steady struggle for the Truth, is not living but is just getting along. We must never just get along but live, because even through every disappointment we should remember that we are the only ones who possess the Truth, we have a Faith to sustain, a Hope to attain: our Homeland.


P 
Let us pray
A 
Oh Father, you gave Pier Giorgio the clear vision and sure faith to be able to discern the signs of the Resurrection.  Remove from our eyes the darkness caused by pride and egoism and help us to live our earthly lives to the fullest in the light of Your Truth. Amen.
THE THIRD STATION:  JESUS APPEARS TO MARY MAGDALENE
P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You. 
A  
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.


R 
From the Gospel according to John (Jn 20:11-16) 
[B]ut Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him."  At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. "Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him." Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).   

Reflection on Pier Giorgio from a testimony by I. Nebbia
When Pier Giorgio died, Mrs. Converso came to me weeping and told me that her strongest ally had left her.  She told me that, thanks to him, she was allowed to stay longer in the maternity ward of the hospital.  She also told me how Pier Giorgio acted as godfather to her daughter and how he bought her a dress for her baptism, how he waited outside the prison for her husband when he came out and then found him work in a factory where they would accept people who had a prison record.  This was Pier Giorgio with the poor!

P 
Let us pray
A  
Oh Risen Jesus, the poor recognized You in Pier Giorgio because You gave him the grace to recognize You in them.  Illuminate our hearts so that, like him, we can recognize You in the people around us, especially those who are in need of our help. Amen. 


THE FOURTH STATION: JESUS MEETS THE MEN ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS

P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You. 
A  
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.

R  
From the Gospel according to Luke (Lk 24:13-18, 25-27)
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him. He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?" They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?"  He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 
Reflection on Pier Giorgio from a testimony by Carlo Florio
I asked him how one could manage to enter certain houses cheerfully where the first welcome was a nauseating smell.  How do you manage to overcome your repulsion?  He answered me, “Don’t ever forget that even though the house is sordid, you are approaching Christ. Remember what the Lord said, ‘The good you do to the poor is good done to me.’” And he continued,  “Around the sick, the poor, and the unfortunate, I see a particular light, a light that we do not have.”
P 
Let us pray
A  
O Risen Jesus, you made Pier Giorgio shine with the virtue of charity.  Help us to see in our suffering brothers and sisters the light of your resurrection and to remember your great love for the poor and less fortunate.  Give us a greater understanding of Your Truth so that we may impart it to others.  Amen.
FIFTH STATION:  JESUS REVEALS HIMSELF IN THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You.
A  
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.

R 
From the Gospel according to Luke (Lk 24:28-31)
 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight.

Reflection on Pier Giorgio from a testimony by Emilio Zanzi

Many times I have seen him when partaking of the Eucharist almost transfigured, so intense was his longing for Christ.  That healthy, strapping youth, bronzed by the sun and air, with clear transparent eyes, at the banquet of Life, was a strikingly beautiful sight.
P  
Let us pray
A  
Oh Risen Jesus, You humbled yourself to come to us in the Eucharist.  Help us to prepare to receive you worthily, as Pier Giorgio did, and to cultivate a spirit of thanksgiving for Your presence in our lives.  Amen. 


SIXTH STATION:  JESUS REVEALS HIMSELF TO HIS DISCIPLES

P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You.
A 
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.

R 
From the Gospel according to Luke (Lk 24:36-43)
 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."  They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have."  When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

Reflection on Pier Giorgio from a testimony by Monsignor Alessandro Roccati
Coming out of a church one day in a hurry, after receiving Holy Communion, he still was holding the rosary in his hand.  On the steps, he met another student:  “Oh Pier Giorgio, you have become a religious fanatic?”  His quick answer was: “No, I have remained a Christian!”
P 
Let us pray
A  
Oh Risen Jesus, you gave Pier Giorgio the courage to boldly live his faith, even though he was sometimes misunderstood.  Help us to never be afraid to be a witness of your resurrection to those around us.  Make us worthy of being signs of your love to a world in need.  Amen.
SEVENTH STATION:  JESUS GIVES HIS DISCIPLES THE POWER TO FORGIVE SINS

P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You.
A  
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.

R 
From the Gospel according to John (Jn 20:19-23)
 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. Those sins you forgive are forgiven; those sins you retain are retained.”
  
Reflection on Pier Giorgio from a testimony by Father Giovanni Barberis

Each month, Pier Giorgio would bring the poor whom he was assisting through the St. Vincent de Paul Society to confession, and then the following day to Communion.  He would recite the ritual prayers aloud for them, both the preparation for Communion and the thanksgiving which followed.  It was moving and extraordinary to see that young man being followed by entire families, by 30-40 persons.

 
P 
Let us pray
A  
Oh Risen Jesus, with Your Resurrection, You have won for us the victory over sin and death.  Help us to pursue holiness in our lives and to enthusiastically approach the sacrament of reconciliation, as Pier Giorgio did, whenever we fail. Amen.
EIGHTH STATION:  JESUS STRENGTHENS THE FAITH OF THOMAS

P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You.
A  
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.

R 
From the Gospel according to John (Jn 20: 24-29)
 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."  A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 

Reflection from a letter written by Pier Giorgio to Isidoro Bonini  (3/6/1925)
I cannot but give thanks to God at every moment for having given me parents, teachers, all friends, all of whom have guided me through the main path of the Faith.  Imagine if in this moment in which my soul is going through this crisis, I had the misfortune of not believing; life would not be worth living for one more instant and only death would perhaps soothe every human suffering.  But instead, for the one who believes, the controversies of life are not an object of depression, but serve to correct us and to energetically call us back to follow the way perhaps momentarily abandoned.  
P 
Let us pray
A  
Oh Risen Jesus, Pier Giorgio understood that Faith is trusting You in the darkness and trials of our lives.  Help us to remember that You are closest to us at the times we feel alone and, through the power of Your resurrection, increase our faith.  Amen.  

NINTH STATION:  JESUS REVEALS HIMSELF TO HIS DISCIPLES BY THE SEA OF TIBERIAS
P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You.
A  
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.

R 
From the Gospel according to John (Jn 21:1-9, 13)
 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias.  It happened this way: Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. "I'm going out to fish," Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with you." So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. He called out to them, "Friends, haven't you any fish?" "No," they answered. He said, "Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.  Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 

Reflection on Pier Giorgio from a testimony by Antonio Cairola

One day—we were on holidays with friends—I came back late and in spite of my efforts to be quiet I woke him up; and as I was apologizing he said, “I am glad you did, I have forgotten to say the rosary and so we can say it together.”  He got off the bed, knelt down and we started both to pray. I could not help admiring his gentleness of an apostle, prepared to say a second rosary to make sure that I prayed as well.


P  
Let us pray

A  
Oh Father, You made Pier Giorgio a true fisher of men, never tiring in his zeal to provide spiritual nourishment to his friends.  Help us to imitate his gentleness when sharing our faith with others.  Amen.
TENTH STATION:  JESUS CONFERS SUPREMACY ON PETER
P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You.
A  
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.

R 
From the Gospel according to John (Jn 21:15-17)
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.  
Reflection from a letter written by Pier Giorgio to Mario Bergonzi  (April 1922)
I would like to be in your place to see the Holy Father every now and then, you know how I love the Pope; I would like to do something for him, but being unable to do so, I pray every day that Jesus would give him many consolations and blessings.  Long live the Pope, long may he live.

P 
Let us pray
A  
Oh Father, we thank you for our Holy Father who lives out his apostolic mission with generosity and humility.  Strengthen him as he prepares for the upcoming meeting with the youth of the world in Australia where Pier Giorgio will also be present.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, may all those who attend be witnesses of Your resurrection.  Amen.
ELEVENTH STATION:  JESUS ENTRUSTS THE DISCIPLES WITH THE UNIVERSAL MISSION

P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You.
A 
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.

R 
From the Gospel according to Matthew (Mt 28:16-20)
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

Reflection from a speech by Pier Giorgio to the Catholic Youth of Pollone  (7/29/1923)
Finally there is the apostolate of persuasion.  This is one of the most beautiful and necessary.  Young people, approach your colleagues at work who live their lives away from the Church and spend their free time not in healthy pastimes, but in vices.  Persuade those unfortunate people to follow the ways of God, strewn with many thorns, but also many roses.


P
Let us pray

A  
Oh Father, you inspired Pier Giorgio with the zeal for the apostolate of persuasion.  Inspire us with the courage to bring our friends and family members to Christ, especially those who may have fallen away from the faith.  Amen.
TWELFTH STATION:  THE ASCENSION OF JESUS INTO HEAVEN

P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You.
A  
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.

R 
From the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 1:6-11)
 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."
Reflection on Pier Giorgio from a letter written upon his death by Clementina Luotto
[I]t is the first night that Pier Giorgio is out of the house...  Beside that bed, which seemed like an altar to me, I felt for the first time, with a dismay I can never express, that death came down from above and he was taken up… It was his goodness that kept us united.… Who will wipe away his smile from our memory and who will ever smile at us like that again?...Now who will go to the mountain again? … Oh the marvellous youthfulness that emanated from him and floated around him, which made us so light-hearted, ready to take a plunge, so free of any mortal hindrance, so close to God who was in him! Who will ever give us this purifying joy again? Who will renew not only under our eyes but in us the miracle of joyful holiness, carefree and fresh and reviving as water from an Alpine spring? .... To think that I was close to this miracle of grace and my obtuseness did not make me realise it. …The moon is shining now, the moon we hoped would shine for us on our climb. And he is no longer with us. It is enough to drive you mad.  Nevertheless he gives his poor relatives the strength to go on living. He will give us the active love we ought to have, above all because he gave us the priceless gift of his friendship. … Let us cling to the cross and love each other in his memory, as if and more than if he was still with us. Perhaps that way we shall see his smile shine among us again. 

P
Let us pray
A  
Oh Risen Jesus, you have gone to prepare a place for us.  Keep our eyes fixed on that place of eternal joy.  Comfort those who mourn with the realization that someday we will be united again in the fullness of everlasting life.  Amen.
THIRTENTH STATION:  THE APOSTLES AND MARY AWAIT THE HOLY SPIRIT

P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You.
A  
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.

R 
From the Acts of the Apostles (Act 1,12-14)
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.


Reflection from a letter written by Pier Giorgio to Antonio Villani  (3/26/1923)
During these days when we gather to pray in the tranquility of this house, I will also pray for you, and please pray a lot for me, so that, if unfortunately in this earthly life we shall have to be far apart because of the necessities of our careers, at least the day that the Lord will choose, we’ll find ourselves together again in our true Homeland to sing the praises of God.


P
Let us pray 
A  
Oh Father, you inspired Pier Giorgio to take time out of his active life to pray and reflect on Your goodness.  Help us to spend more time in prayer with you and to remember in our prayers the needs of our families and friends.  Amen. 


FOURTEENTH STATION:  THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

P  
We adore You, O Risen Christ, and we bless You.
A  
Because by Your resurrection, You have given life to the world.

R 
From the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:1-6)
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the rush of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, the crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language.
Reflection from a letter written by Pier Giorgio to Laura Hidalgo  (8/11/1924)
[W]hen I think about our Tipi Loschi Society destined to miserably break up like everything on this earth, I am overcome by a sense of regret … The only thing that remains is a bond that we hope, with the Grace of God, will bind all the Tipi Loschi in this life and in the next: this sacred bond is Faith, the only powerful bond, the only sure rock without which nothing can be undertaken.  And let us hope that this Faith that we have received in Holy Baptism, and that has made us companions on beautiful mountain trips will accompany us until the last day of our earthly journey and will be the connection through prayer to spiritually bond all the Tipi Loschi scattered all over the earth.

P
Let us pray 
A
Oh Father, it was Your desire to unite all of Your people on earth.  In the same way, it was the desire of Pier Giorgio that all of his friends would be bound together by Faith and spiritually connected in prayer.  As we celebrate his birthday in the joy of this Easter season, pour out Your abundant blessings on all those who share a love for Your faithful servant Pier Giorgio Frassati.  Blessed Pier Giorgio, pray for us.  Amen.
P  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
A  
Amen.
(As an act of charity, in imitation of Pier Giorgio’s zeal for the apostolate of persuasion and in keeping with the Holy Father’s World Youth Day message, we would like to encourage you to bring someone who has fallen away from the faith to Mass with you on Sunday, April 6, Pier Giorgio’s birthday.)  

